1 6                         Boswell talks stuff.                [A.D. 1766.
not believe the scriptures, because he could not read them in the original tongues, and be sure that they were not invented. ' Why, foolish fellow, (said Johnson,) has he any better authority for almost every thing that he believes?' BOS-WELL. ' Then the vulgar, Sir, never can know they are right, but must submit themselves to the learned.' JOHNSON. ' To be sure, Sir. The vulgar are the children of the State, and must be taught like children3.' BOSWELL. 'Then, Sir, a poor Turk must be a Mahometan, just as a poor Englishman must be a Christian 2 ?' JOHNSON. ' Why, yes, Sir ; and what then ? This now is such stuff as I used to talk to my mother, when I first began to think myself a clever fellow ; and she ought to have whipt me for it.'
Another evening Dr. Goldsmith and I called on him, with the hope of prevailing on him to sup with us at the Mitre. We found him indisposed, and resolved not to go abroad. ' Come then, (said Goldsmith,) we will not go to the Mitre to-night, since we cannot have the big man3 with us.' Johnson then called for a bottle of port, of which Goldsmith and I partook, while our friend, now a water-drinker, sat by us. GOLDSMITH. ' I think, Mr. Johnson, you don't go near the theatres now. You give yourself no more concern about a new play, than if you had never had any thing to do with the stage.' JOHNSON. 'Why, Sir, our tastes greatly alter. The lad does not care for the child's rattle, and the old man does not care -for the young man's whore.' GOLDSMITH. ' Nay, Sir, but your Muse was not a whore.' JOHNSON. ' Sir, I do not think she was. But as we advance in the journey of life, we drop some of the things which have pleased us ; whether it be that we are fatigued and don't choose to carry so many things any farther, or that we find other things which we like better.' BOSWELL. ' But, Sir, why don't you
/, 1780, in Mr. Langton's ' Collection,1 where this assertion is called ' his usual remark.'
2  See post, April 15,1778.
3  These two words may be observed as marks of Mr. Boswell's accuracy.   It is a jocular Irish phrase, which, of all Johnson's acquaintances, no one probably, but Goldsmith, would have used.^CROKER.
give.'   See also post, Sept. 23,1777, where he asserts : —' It is impossible not to conceive that men in their original state were equal.'   For the opposite opinion, see ante, June 25,1763.
